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as such without any of Its attributes and therefore
as a Pure Witness of all the states of consciousness.
At many places during His discourses Lord Death
had already pointed out to Nechiketas that a medi-
tator meditating upon the symbol of Truth, OIVL
considering it to represent the lower Brahman, shall
attain the joys of the Hiranyagarbha; and if, on the
other hand, one meditates upon OM as a symbol of
the attributeless, Pure Consciousness, the practi-
tioner fulfils his meditations and actually realises
in him the Absolute and the All-pervading Reality.
Sree Sankara in his commentary comments upon
this stanza 4n the true spirit of the very text-book.
Many of you might find, if you are following
the Ramkrishna Math edition or the Yoga Vedanta
Forest University publication of Rishikesh, that both
of them had felt almost an unnecessary urge to find
a defect in Sree Sankara's commentary !! We, how-
ever, find it difficult to accept this amendment which
they have suggested.
Sree Sankara comments upon this Mantra and
says that the Sruthi is here warning the seekers against
meditating upon Truth as manifested with attributes,
and that She is vigorously advocating the meditation
upon the Absolute Truth, unrnanifest and attributeless.
According to the above text-books, Sankara's
commentary falls short of the mark and that a closer
hit would have been gained by directly explaining
the Mantra to hint at a warning that the meditator
should meditate upon Truth as Existence (Asti) and